
 

 

CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENT 

The National Marine Sanctuary Foundation and University of Hawaii welcome you to 

the Second Asia-Pacific regional conference on Underwater Cultural Heritage 

Introduction 

The 2001 UNESCO Convention on the Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage 
(UNESCO Convention 2001) entered into force on 2 January 2009 and now provides a basis 
for international cooperation and exchange of knowledge about underwater cultural heritage. 
Recent decades have witnessed an expansion of activity directed at underwater cultural 
heritage which has raised awareness of its potential and significance. Underwater cultural 
heritage is complex, combining related disciplines and issues critical to our time.  
Consideration of indigenous cultural values, heritage tourism, biological interactions, socio-
economic benefits, and threats from increased development, industrial extraction, certain 
diving activities, and even sea-level rise and erosion, continue to shape our understanding of 
this field. Our reliance on marine resources and need for ocean stewardship encourages 
government agencies, heritage groups, coastal zone managers, diving groups and other 
ocean users to formulate a better approach to investigating and managing non-renewable 
underwater cultural heritage. This conference provides an opportunity to discuss the nature 
and meaning and potential of underwater cultural heritage, and to exchange and 
disseminate information about heritage and underwater/maritime archaeology projects from 
the countries of Asia and the countries of the Indian and Pacific Oceans. 

 

Date:   12-16 May 2014 

Location:  Honolulu, Hawaii 

Host Organisations: National Marine Sanctuary Foundation and  

   University of Hawaii Marine Option Program 

 

This Conference is sponsored by – National Marine Sanctuary Foundation, NOAA’s 

Office of National Marine Sanctuaries, UNESCO Office for the Pacific States, 

Australasian Institute for Maritime Archaeology. Potential sponsors include: Bureau 

of Ocean Energy and Management, Australian National Commission for UNESCO, 

the Australian Federal government's Department of Sustainability, Environment, 

Water, Population and Communities (DSEWPaC), the Wenner-Gren Foundation, 

SEAMEO-SPAFA, the Korean National Research Institute of Maritime Cultural 

Heritage, and more.  See http://www.apconf.org/sponsors/ 

 

 

 

http://www.apconf.org/sponsors/


This Conference is supported by numerous supporting organizations including IGOs, 

NGOs, government agencies, museums and universities.  See 

http://www.apconf.org/sponsors/   

 

Conference Aims 

 address management and protection strategies of underwater cultural 
heritage in Asia and the countries of the Indian and Pacific Oceans in the 21st 
Century 

 facilitate regional cooperation through the development of academic and 
governmental networks  in the Asia-Pacific region 

 provide a forum for discussion of technical and ethical issues related to 
underwater cultural heritage and underwater archaeology 

 
For further information please visit the APCONF Conference website at:  
http://www.apconf.org/ 
 
 
 

Hans Van Tilburg 

NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries 

on behalf of the APCONF organizing committee 

hans.vantilburg@noaa.gov  
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